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Summer 2020 Updates
Our Mission
The mission of
Hawaiʻi Island
United Way is to
unite people,
organizations,
and resources to
build a healthier
community.

A Message from our President & Chief
Professional Officer Karen Davis
"Having worked in non-profit for close to two
decades in the Hawaiian Islands, I was excited
to join HIUW's team as their new President and
Chief Professional Officer last fall. During my
time at HIUW I've had the great opportunity to
work with a diligent and compassionate group
of individuals to address the pandemic
including HIUW staff, board members,
volunteers, and Big Island community
leaders. As we all continue to work collectively
to support the people of this island I want to
express my gratitude to each of you for the
strength and perseverance that is required to
get through yet another extraordinary
time. Continue to stay safe and united!"

Karen brings years of nonprofit knowledge and
leadership experience to HIUW. She holds an
MBA in Organizational leadership and has
served as Treasurer on several nonprofit board
of directors. Her hobbies include surfing,
hiking, playing the saxophone, and traveling
with her family.

Disaster Recovery Update
Message from 2019-2020 Community Building Committee
Chair Dale Ross
During these challenging times, we are heartened by the generosity
of our community that allowed us to award almost $65,000 to 28
community initiatives through the ‘Eleu grant program. Intended to
provide quick relief during the ongoing crisis, ‘Eleu grants are being
used to feed families and kupuna, provide child care for essential
workers, provide distanced youth engagement, sew and distribute
thousands of masks, support farmers, provide mental health
support and much more throughout Hawaiʻi island. On behalf of the
Community Building Committee of the Hawaiʻi Island United Way,
mahalo to all of the heroes working so hard to help those in need!
Please be safe and healthy.
Dale Ross
Hawaiʻi Island United Way Board Member
2019-2020 Community Building Committee Chair

We are grateful for our 'Eleu Grant Non-profit recipients for all of their efforts and
work in our communities! To learn more please visit our website!

We also created the COVID-19 Rent and
Utilities Assistance Program(CRUA) in
partnership with United Ways across
Hawaiʻi. We were able to distribute over
$117,000 amount in payments to nearly
600 individuals and families. We appreciate
your continuous support to families and
individuals in this time of need, we kindly
ask to consider donating today to show
aloha to affected neighbors, friends, and
family. We are in this together. We will
recover by Living United.
Join us today!

2019-2020 Campaign Update
Message from 2019-2020 Campaign Chair Jay Ignacio
On behalf of the Hawaiʻi Island United Way I would like to thank
every donor who has given generously to our 2019-2020 fund
raising campaign. Much of the fundraising was made possible
through workplace giving so special thanks go out to the workplace
leaders who supported the campaign, the coordinators in the
workplace who made the giving happen and volunteers who gave
up their time to help us. Because of you the campaign was able to
raise over $525,000 in pledges raised this year.
Through your generosity Hawaiʻi Island United Way can continue to
work with non-profit organizations to provide health and human
service programs for thousands of residents. With this COVID-19
pandemic upon us your donations are more meaningful than ever
to those in need. I encourage you to visit our website HIUW.org to
see all of the good things we are doing and how you may continue

to give and stay involved.
Please be safe and remain healthy during this difficult time.
Mahalo,
Jay Ignacio
Hawaiʻi Island United Way Board Member
2019-2020 Campaign Chair
Did You Know?
You can designate non-partner 501c3 organizations to receive your
donation through Hawaiʻi Island United Way. Designated organizations
who aren’t HIUW partner agencies receive their gifts once payments are
accrued and processed.

Special Events Update
Message from 2020 Special Events Co-Chairs
As the early stages of COVID-19 were affecting the world and
metropolitan areas on the U.S. Mainland, the Hawaiʻi Island United
Way Board of Directors and Special Events Committee met
regularly to discuss the viability of hosting this event. End result,
the decision to move forward was fully embraced and essentially
provided the extra push making this year’s event successful in
many ways including: most players, money raised and number of
sponsors. This year we topped 100 players, netted over $30,000
and had the greatest number of Pot of Gold Sponsorship ever and
other sponsor levels not far behind. We owe an immense amount of
gratitude to our major sponsors, Courtyard King Kamehameha
Kona Beach Hotel and the Club at Hōkūliʻa. Also, a shout out to
the Big Island Golf Shop for their support in the tournament
amenity and prizes.
We thank everyone for their efforts in the current stay at home
order helping the island get to a COVID free state. As we look
forward to the time we can gather again, the 2021 Luck of the Irish
has been slated for March 21 – 22. Please save the date and look
forward to an even better event next year.
Ross Birch
Paulette Wilson
2020 Special Events Co-Chairs

Team Announcements

Judi Jones

Carla Kuo

Celina Palafox

Judi Jones is HIUW’s
new Finance Manager
beginning in April of
this year. Judi has an
extensive background
in nonprofit finance,
most recently in
Washington state with
an arts & events hall
being built, a local
scholarship
foundation, the
economic
development council,
and a couple of
Rotary Clubs and
churches.

Carla Kuo is Hawaiʻi
Island United Way’s
Campaign & Event
Coordinator, having
onboarded in midApril. Carla is
primarily responsible
for directing the
annual campaign and
organizing special
events. Before
devoting her work to
HIUW, Carla served
as Associate
Development Director
at University of
Hawai‘i Foundation
and has coordinated a
multitude of events
and projects for
organizations such as
‘Imiloa Astronomy

Celina Palafox is
Hawaiʻi Island United
Way's first ever Social
Media, Marketing and
Business
Administration Intern,
joining the team in
early April.

Judi moved away
from the Big Island to
the Olympic
Peninsula in

Celina manages all of
our social media
accounts, updates our
website and aides in
promoting campaigns
and creating quarterly
newsletters. She has
previous experience
in marketing and
media through
Lambda Psi Chapter
of Delta Sigma Pi, a
co-ed business

Washington, five
years ago. Previous
to that, she was the
Finance Director at
Full Life in Kailua
Kona for almost
seven years, working
with our CPO Karen
Davis, also with
Deann Canuteson
and Stone Wolfsong.
Prior to that, Judi’s
nonprofit experience
included a domestic
violence program, a
mental health agency,
and a large
homeowners
association.

Center and Pacific
Tsunami Museum.

fraternity here at UH
Hilo.

A licensed
acupuncturist for over
15
years, Carla enjoys
eating, cooking,
gardening and
spending time with
her husband Mason
and their two children.

Our intern is a UH
Hilo senior pursuing a
Business
Administration degree
with both marketing
and management
concentrations. She
enjoys spending time
with her family and
friends, traveling,
beach days and loves
creating artistic
projects in her free
time!

Judi enjoys snorkeling
in warm Hawaiian
waters, riding her
bicycle and taking
care of her two dogs
and three cats.
Upcoming Annual Meeting for all HIUW participants and
contributors will be held live online via Zoom on June 30, 2020
from 11am-12pm. Please RSVP at bit.ly/3d4mXMa by June 29.

Stay connected with us everywhere you
go! Please follow & like us!






JOIN THE FIGHT

United Way fights for the health, education and financial stability of every person in
every community. We have one life. To live better, we must LIVE UNITED®.

