DONATE

VOLUNTEER

A Message From The
President, Karen Davis

It has been just over a year since the pandemic began. It is evident that the recovery will be a
long process particularly in Hawai‘i, which has its own unique set of challenges such as
remoteness in location, high cost of living, and limited affordable housing. In Hawai‘i county,
volcanoes remain an ever present threat to islanders and the poverty rates are among some of
the highest in the state. However, this community is no stranger to disasters and has once again
united to address the pandemic head on. Together with our 33 non-profit partner agencies,
Hawai‘i Island United Way continues to work with compassion and commitment for the betterment
of our community. Many of our amazing partners are running COVID-19 related programs in
addition to critical health and human service programs. We are committed to continuing to
support our non-profit partners and we could not do so without the generosity of our donors and
volunteers. We are all in this together as we work hard to persevere and overcome the
challenges and hardships brought on by COVID-19.
Hawai‘i Island United Way stands united with you!
With Sincere Gratitude,

Mahalo to our 2021 Partner Agencies!
Alzheimer's Association Aloha Chapter, American National Red Cross, Big Island Substance
Abuse Council, Big Island Mediation Inc., DBA West Hawaii Mediation Center, Boy Scouts of
America Aloha Council, Boys & Girls Club of the Big Island, Brantley Center, Inc., Bridge House
Inc., Child and Family Services, Family Support Hawai'i, Friends of the Children's Justice Center
of East Hawai'i, Girl Scouts of Hawai'i, Inc., Habitat for Humanity Hawai'i Island, Hale Kipa,
Hāmākua Youth Foundation, Hawai'i County Economic Opportunity Council, Hawai'i Island Adult
Care, Inc., HOPE Services Hawai'i, Hospice of Hilo DBA Hawai'i Care Choices, Hospice of Kona,
Kona Adult Day Center, Ku'ikahi Mediation Center, Legal Aid Society of Hawai'i, Mental Health
Kokua, Neighborhood Place of Puna, P.A.R.E.N.T.S, Inc., PATCH-People Attentive to Children,
The Arc of Kona, The Food Basket, Inc., The Salvation Army Kona Corps, and YWCA Hawai'i
Island.

CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Hawai‘i Island United Way has reached it’s 2020-2021
Campaign Goal raising over $650,000.00! MAHALO
NUI LOA to our generous donors!

COVID-19 Programs
ʻEleu Grant Program
HIUW created the ʻEleu grant whereby nonprofit organizations or other groups can apply and
receive funds to assist with their project response to COVID-19. So far, HIUW has raised over
$100,000.00 in funds through donations and grant proposals for the ʻEleu program. To date, the
ʻEleu grant has funded a total of 45 Hawaiʻi island nonprofits/initiatives which include making and
delivering face masks, hot or frozen meals, emergency packs, hygiene items, etc., providing
counseling services to first responders, remote learning support for keiki, and kupuna care packs
to mention a few.

Hawaiʻi Utility Bill Assistance Program
HIUW partnered with Hawaiian Electric Industries, Inc (HEI) to implement the Hawai‘i Utility Bill
Assistance Program. This program helped 378 households in directed payment to utility
companies up to $750 towards outstanding utility bills. This program is sponsored by Hawaiian
Electric and shareholders from it parent company.

ʻEleu Impact Moʻolelo
Hui Mālama i ke ala ʻŪlili--huiMAU Community Kitchen

One of the meal distribution days we were just about done and there were no more people in the line so
we thought it was a good time to pack everything up and start to clean. That’s when we noticed a car
driving really slowly toward us. We waited and eventually the driver’s side window lowered. A mom and
her three keiki were in the car. She explained how she was just let go by the hotel she worked for. She was
devastated. Tears were running down her eyes. In that moment we gave what we had, enough to sustain
her family for at least a week until our next meal distribution. As we loaded her car with all the food, we
told her to come back again next week and to not worry because we would be there to feed them. As she
pulled away you could feel the sense of hope. Her keiki left smiling. You could sense that everyone in
huiMAU could see the value in all the work we have been doing on ʻāina and in our community because
when people are in real need they know they can always come to us.

Arc of Kona—Inclusion and Community Education
Our Adult Day Health (ADH) program is a large group program that provides services that are both agency
and community based. This program had to be closed in mid-March, in order to comply with mandates
and ensure the health and safety of participants and staff. We worked diligently with our state funder to
implement emergency flexibilities in service delivery to participants enrolled in this program resulting in
approximately 15 individuals now receiving this service via telehealth. Pre-Covid This program employs 8
full time direct support staff. 6 to 8 staff had significant reduction in h ours when the program closed in
March. The ‘Eleu grant funds enabled us to continue providing health benefits to these staff that were
significantly impacted which resulted in all 6 of those employees to continue providing services to our
participants remotely including sharing video’s that demonstrate the changes in our community due to the
pandemic. As a result, ADH services are continuing in a unique way to those participants that have made
the choice to continue receiving these services. In addition, the participants are learning about the effects
of Covid-19 whin the community enabling them to better understand how and why their world as they
knew it shrunk.

United to Move Forward
JOIN THE FIGHT

Board Member Highlight
T. Ilihia Gionson, Chair
"For over five decades, Hawaiʻi Island United Way has been
connecting the generosity of our community with those on the
front lines serving our friends and family in need. In my time as
an HIUW volunteer and board member, our island has worked
through two volcanic eruptions, dengue fever, and a year-long
global pandemic with the associated economic fallout. Through it
all, I could not be prouder or more appreciative of the way our
community stepped up to give, to serve, and to mālama one
another."

Staff Update: HIUW Welcomes Carol To The
Team

Carol Pacheco
Hawai'i Island United Way's new Office Coordinator.

Special Events
Update: Annual
Mayor's Cup Golf
Tournament back
on!
Hawaii Island United Way (HIUW) is
gearing up to hold its ever-popular
“Annual Mayor’s Cup Golf
Tournament” fundraiser in Fall
2021! We look forward to hosting this
in-person event. Get your teams
together and keep an eye on HIUW’s
website for the official
announcement and details coming
soon.
Also in the planning stages is another popular HIUW event “An Evening in Paradise”
Fundraiser which takes place right after the Mayor’s Cup event. This is a most enjoyable food
and beverage tasting event! You won’t want to miss this!
The Hawaii Island United Way family THANKS YOU for the loyal and generous support you've
provided through the years. We APPRECIATE your continued support and are
extremely GRATEFUL for your generosity.
All the best to each of you and each of your families!
STAY SAFE AND BE HEALTHY!

Sponsorship Update
Mahalo to our Corporate Sponsors!

Pepsi Co. Foundation
Donates to Hawai'i
Island United Way for
the 2021 Hawaiʻi
Island Recovery
Fund.

Hawai'i Medical
Service Association
Donates to HIUW for
the 2021 Workplace
Campaign.

Enterprise Holdings
Foundation Donates
$13,880 to Hawai'i
Island United Way for
the 2021 Workplace
Campaign.

United Way fights for the health, education and financial stability of every person in
every community. We have one life. To live better, we must LIVE UNITED®.

